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Annotation

Cultural tourism is a type of tourism associated with educational, experiential trips of heritage, culture, and personal
enrichment. One of the types of cultural tourism — cultural routes is based on significant tangible and intangible cultural
heritage, its actualization, cultural phenomena, historical personalities, etc. The article aims to clarify the requirements
for a country to join the Council of Europe’s Napoleonic Cultural Route “Destination Napoleon”. The problem of this
studie — it is not clear whether joining the Council of Europe cultural route “Destination Napoleon” will have a positive
impact on the preservation of cultural heritage. The aim: find out the requirements for joining the Council of Europe’s
Napoleon Cultural Route (Destination Napoleon) regarding the preservation of cultural heritage. Research tasks: 1) To
define the concept of the cultural route of the Council of Europe, emphasizing the Napoleonic cultural route 2) Find out
the requirements for joining the Council of Europe’s cultural routes; 3) To find out the opinion of experts on Lithuania’s
compliance with the requirements of membership of the Council of Europe “Napoleon’s cultural route” (Destination
Napoleon) regarding the preservation of cultural heritage. Research methodology. Analysis of scientific literature
sources, current reports in the media, European Council documents and statistical data; A qualitative study was carried
out — an expert interview, based on a pre-prepared questionnaire; formulation of conclusions. The research showed that
the absence of the necessary association prevents Lithuania from becoming a member of the “Destination Napoleon”
project, which prevents the implementation of further requirements, when joining would have a positive impact on

the preservation of cultural heritage in Lithuania.
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Introduction

1. Relevance and novelty of the topic

Cultural tourism is a type of tourism associated
with educational, experiential trips of heritage, culture,
and personal enrichment. This type also includes
cultural routes, the topic of which has been examined
by such authors as: Martens, D. (2022); Addoun, M.
(2023), Boz, M., (2018), Abramoviciené, A. (2020)
and others. Cultural routes can be regional, national,
international, thematic, but all must be based on
significant tangible and intangible cultural heritage,
its actualization, significant cultural phenomena,
historical figures, etc. In 2023, there are 47 very
different cultural routes of the Council of Europe.
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Among them is the cultural route of Napoleon
Bonaparte “Destination Napoleon”, to which more
and more European cities are joining, Lithuania is
also interested. The question is what is needed to
join: what do we have and what are we missing? The
topic is not characterized by a wide field of research,
although it is discussed. The article relies on the latest
scientific literature in order to reveal the trends
of the considered cultural route both in the context
of Europe and Lithuania.

To implement the research objective, a qualitative
study was used, applying the semi-structured expert
interview method. The expert interview helped to
reveal the requirements for joining and Lithuania’s
compliance with the membership of the COE
Napoleon’s cultural route (Destination Napoleon).
The interviews took place remotely, with pre-
prepared open-ended questions, and one interview
was transcribed. Interview respondents:

A. Representative of the Lithuanian Cultural
Heritage  Department under the  Ministry
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of Culture, supporting the program at the European
and national level.

B. Representative of the European Federation
of Napoleonic Cities.

The interview with respondent A was conducted on
10/25/2023 on the “Zoom” platform, the conversation
lasted 36 minutes. Respondent B was contacted by
e-mail, the answer was received on 11/09/2023. The
study is based on the European Code of Conduct on
Research Ethics. The conducted interviews followed
the principles of voluntariness, informed consent,
and avoiding harm.

2. Theory analysis

Nowadays, more and more often, tourist
routes are given the status of the basis of tourism
development, due to their characteristics, which
open up opportunities for countries to fully reveal
and exploit the potential of tourism (Abdukhamidov,
2022; from Addoun, M. 2023). Cultural routes are
also valued for strengthening the identity of local
communities and promoting the economic activity
of the region (Addoun, 2023). The cultural routes
program of the Council of Europe (hereinafter — COE)
states that European cultural tourist routes should
contribute to the cultural disclosure of the European
identity, the cultural cooperation between countries
and the strengthening of cultural tourism. In these
aspirations formed by the COE reflects the concept
of the cultural route confirmed in the Enlarged
Partial Agreement on Cultural Routes of the Council
of Europe. In the document, the cultural route is
described as an educational project of cooperation
between culture or cultural heritage and tourism, with
the help of which the aim is to create and publicize
tourist routes related to a historical route, a cultural
concept, an exceptionally important personality or
a certain phenomenon. This project makes sense in
promoting the understanding of European values
and respect for them (Enlarged Partial Agreement
on Cultural Routes (EPA), 2013). Abramoviciené
identifies such cultural routes as an instrument
of cultural policy, as a model that promotes cultural
memory and cultural tourism itself (Abramoviciené,
2020). According to Martens, today’s cultural routes
are like a tool for heritage conservation, education
and tourism promotion, bringing economic, social
and cultural benefits (Martens, 2022). In summary,
it can be said that the COE cultural route is a project
based on education, developing and publicizing
tourist routes that are meaningful in promoting
understanding and respect for European values
and are related to a certain phenomenon, historical

route, cultural concept or exceptionally important
personality. The cultural routes program of COE
was initiated in 1987, with the aim of implementing
the main principles of COE culture: human rights,
cultural democracy, cultural diversity and identity,
dialogue and exchange between states (Boz,
2018). A cultural route is certified as a cultural
route of the COE, only when it is confirmed that
it meets the criteria specified in the Resolution
ofthe Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe
(2010), such as: a topic that corresponds to European
values and is relevant to at least three European
countries, that reveals European memory, history,
heritage, promoting youth education and cultural
exchange, good initiatives and innovative projects, in
the development of cultural tourism and sustainable
cultural development, as well as the topic that
initiates the creation of tourist products, targeting
different groups of society (Department of Cultural
Heritage, viewed: 2023 10 14). One of the routes
that meets these criteria is the Napoleonic cultural
route, based on the invasions of Napoleon Bonaparte
(1769-1821) from Portugal to Russia, which
covered current Europe with a veil of military
and historical heritage (Paiva, 2018). The Napoleonic
cultural route, (according to the data of the Council
of Europe in 2023) unites about 50 European cities
and 12 different countries. Daniele Kuss, in expert
report on the cultural route of the Council of Europe,
states that Napoleon’s legacy in Europe shaped
the identity of today’s Europe through law, diplomatic
principles, science, culture and, in general, the ideas
of the Enlightenment (Kuss, 2018-2019 Council
of Europe cultural route evaluation cycle, expert
report: Destination Napoleon). Therefore, it is not
surprising that the areas, various objects, buildings
and monuments, works of art, laws and even furniture
and intangible heritage related to the myth of Napoleon
reflect the impact of the Napoleonic era on today’s
European cultural heritage (Department of Cultural
Heritage, viewed: 10/14/2023). After all, it can be
said that during the time of Napoleon, a certain idea
of Europe was born, which makes the strengthening
and dissemination of the Napoleonic heritage a very
effective vector of European memory. Of course,
the former French emperor is viewed differently in
each country, but this only proves that nowadays, in
order to create a peaceful future, we must come to
terms with our past, whatever it was. It is important
to emphasize that the Napoleonic cultural route
allows for the development of many different
projects, focused not only on European ideas, but
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also close to national and local realities (Kuss,
2018-2019 Council of Europe cultural routes
evaluation cycle, expert report: Destination
Napoleon). In summary, network of cultural routes
connecting European countries and consisting of more
than 45 cultural routes reflecting European values
and heritage is of the highest quality. Among them,
the Napoleonic cultural route, which emphasizes
Napoleon’s influence on European identity, is open
to the initiation of various projects and focuses on
the preservation of cultural heritage, promoting
cooperation and unifying countries, influenced
by the activities and legacy of the former French
emperor.

According to Abramoviciené, the cultural route
is like a network with a specific management
structure and legal basis. It is important to understand
that the cultural road project is created by many
partners connecting to one network, coordinated by
the cultural road operator (i.e. an organization or
public institution legally registered in one or more
member states of the COE, taking legal, financial
and moral responsibility for the management,
functioning and representation) (Abramovicieng,
2020). In the 2021 order of the Minister of Culture
of the Republic of Lithuania on the approval
of the description of the procedure for determining
the levels and certification of cultural routes in
Lithuania, the criteria for the international cultural
route are indicated: cooperation with organizations
of neighboring countries, the significance of the topic
for the cultural heritage of Lithuania and at least
several other countries, a clear concept of the road with
cultural resources revealing the topic, identification
of the target market and its needs, created cultural
road route, infrastructure, activity plan for
at least three years ahead, network of partnerships,
communication and marketing system of the cultural
road, website, inclusion of the cultural road in tourist
guides, scientific material supporting the importance
of the road, securing funding (Order of the Minister
of Culture of the Republic of Lithuania on the approval
of the description of the procedure for determining
the levels and certification of cultural roads in
Lithuania, 2021, accessed: 10/15/2023). Although
these criteria are not focused on the already certified
COE cultural route, after assessing the compliance
with these criteria, one can submit a request to
consider joining the desired cultural route program
and expect an easier process of joining the project.
However, joining the “Destination Napoleon” city
begins with the signing of the protocol of admission

to the European Federation of Napoleonic Cities
(hereinafter — FECN). The protocol notes that
the city undertakes to appoint a contact person
who will guarantee the relations between the city
and the federation, participate in monthly online
board conferences, the annual general assembly
and other activities of the federation: projects,
tourist exhibitions. However, it is important to
emphasize the obligation of a city member to pay
an annual fee, the size of which is indexed according
to the population (Membership Agreement with
the European Federation of Napoleonic Cities,
protocol of admission to the federation). Thus,
the cultural route is like a network with specific
management and legal structures, the joining of which
is subject to specific criteria, including cooperation
with  neighboring countries, the possession
of cultural resources revealing the topic, developed
infrastructure, a person representing the new member
in the project.

Results

Joining process. When respondent B was asked
to name the main requirements for connecting to
the cultural route, the answer was received that
either the city or an organization (some structure)
connects to the route. Joining is done by filling out
the membership form and paying the annual fee.
A new member must identify the Napoleonic places
of interest in his city, prepare the basis for a pedestrian
route in the city created jointly with the federation,
appoint a representative of the municipality
or association who would actively participate
in FECN-Destination Napoleon initiatives, monitor
ongoing activities and news, participate in the annual
general meeting of members.

Lithuania’s preparation for membership.
When asked about Lithuania’s suitability to join
“Destination Napoleon”, respondent A, representing
Lithuania, confirmed Lithuania’s opportunities to
become a member of the Napoleonic cultural route,
emphasizing the main deficiency in the context
of the requirements for membership, which hinders
the implementation of other requirements: “The
possibilities are absolutely complete [ ...] the problem
is to gather a network of local, local people who
will make a local cultural route, Napoleonic.
The main thing is to gather the association [...]
and this is the most difficult and complicated work
in Lithuania, which I still don't know how to do."
Meanwhile, the FECN (B) seems to have confirmed
and added to the thoughts of respondent A: "/...] it
is necessary for the member municipalities to take
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on a commitment, and each municipality, taking into
account its capabilities and strategies, must assess
whether it is capable enough for this commitment”.
These words create the conditions for the formation
of the assumption that Lithuania not only lacks
the association specified in the requirements, but
also that the municipalities that want to join are not
necessarily able to commit.

Challenges. The person representing the FECN
(B) identified the challenge of the wider context —
the understanding that the Napoleonic cultural route
is not about Napoleon, but about his legacy, which
allows to give meaning, shape and spread the values
promoted by the COE: “Napoleon becomes the key
to solving participatory democracy, the rule of law,
the importance of intercultural dialogue, the right to
heritage and the topics of European citizenship”.
In part, this problem of not delving into the essence
of Napoleon’s cultural route could be interpreted as
a reason that complicates the processes of creating
the necessary association. Thus, Lithuania is prevented
from joining the project by the absence of the necessary
association, which prevents the implementation
of further requirements.

Conclusions

1. The cultural route of COE — project that,
through education, tourism and cooperation,
develops and publicizes tourist routes that are
meaningful in fostering understanding and respect
for European values and are related to a certain
phenomenon, historical route, cultural concept
or an exceptionally important personality. One

such route is the “Destination Napoleon”, which
emphasizes the influence of Napoleon Bonaparte
on European identity, is open to the initiation
of various projects and is focused on the preservation
and promotion of cultural heritage, uniting countries
affected by the activities and legacy of the former
French emperor.

2. The main steps for joining the COE’s cultural
routes: filling out the member form and paying
the annual membership fee, with which the new member
undertakes to identify the Napoleonic places of interest
in his city, prepare the basis for the pedestrian route
to be created in the territory of the committed city or
municipality, appoint a representative of the munici-
pality or association who actively would participate
in FECN-Destination Napoleon initiatives, monitor
ongoing activities and news, participate in the annual
general meeting of members.

3. Lithuania is faced with the lack of the primary
requirement for joining “Destination Napoleon” —
an association that unites all groups interested in
membership. The absence of such an association
prevents the implementation of other requirements,
and the process of creating an association is
possibly complicated by a general misunderstanding
of the essence of “Destination Napoleon”. As shown
by the mission of the Napoleonic Cultural Route
and the experience of the member countries, this
project is focused on the preservation of cultural
heritage, so it is likely that Lithuania joining this
COE cultural route would have a positive impact on
the preservation of the country’s cultural heritage.
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35EPEXXEHHSA KYJIBTYPHOI CITAIIIIMHU HA OCHOBI
HAITIOJIEOHIBCBKOTI'O KYJIBTYPHOI'O MAPIIPYTY HAPATUBY PAJIN €BPOIIN:
HPUKJIAJ JIMTBU

AHoTauis

KynbrypHuii Typu3m — 1€ BUJ Typu3My, [IOB’si3aHUH 3 MMi3HABaJbHUMH, CKCIIEPUMEHTAILHUMHU TIOI3[[KaMH CIajl-
LIMHHU, KyJIbTYpH Ta ocobucrtoro 30araueHHs. OJuH 13 BHIIB KyJIbTYpHOIO TYpH3MYy — KYyJBTYPHI MapUIpyTH IPYyH-
TYIOThCSI Ha 3HA4YHIM MarepialbHIi Ta HeMarepiaabHIM KyJabTypHIHM crnaammHi, 11 akTyamizanii, KyJIbTypHHX SIBHIIAX,
ICTOPUYHHUX OCOOHMCTOCTAX TOIIO. METOro CTarTi € yTOYHEHHSI BUMOT JI0 NMPHEAHAHHS KpaiHu 1o HarmoneoHiBChKOTO
KyabTypHOTO Mapupyty Pagu €sponn «IlyHkt npusnadenns Hanoneon». [Ipobnema miporo cTyaii — He3po3yMiso, 4u
MaTtuMme npuenHaHHa 10 Pagu €Bponu KyneTypHUi MapupyT «IIyHKT npusHaueHHs HamoneoHa» MO3NTHBHO BIUIMHE
Ha 30epeKeHHs KYJIbTypHOT criaiuHu. MeTa: 3°sicyBaTu BUMOTH IS TpU€EAHaHHs 10 HaroieoHiBChKOTO KyJIbTYPHOTO
Mapipyty Paau €Bpomnu 100 30epeKeHHs KyIbTYpHOT CHIaIIUHN. 3aBIaHHs AOCTIPKCHHS: 1) BUSHAYUTH TOHSATTS
KyJbTYpHOTO IUIIXy Pagm €BponH, aklEHTYIOYHM yBary Ha HaroJICOHIBCHKOMY KyJIbTYpHOMY MapuipyTi; 2) 3’sicyBaTtu
BHMOTH JJISl BCTYITY /10 KyJIBTYpHHX MapiipyTiB Pagu €Bponu; 3) 3 ’scyBaTi AyMKY €KCIEPTIB 11010 AOTpUMaHHs JIuT-
BOIO BUMOT WieHCcTBa B Paxi €Bponu «Kynerypruit Mapmpyt Hamoneona» (Destination Napoleon) momo 30epekeHHs
KyIbTYPHOI CIaIIUHA. METOMOoOoTis TOCHIKeHHS. AHAJI3 JUKepeaT HayKOBOI JITepaTypH, MOTOUYHUX TOBITOMIICHB
y 3aco0ax macoBoi iH(popMarrii, TOKyMeHTIB €Bporeiicbkol Paay Ta CTaTUCTUYHUX HAaHUX; MIPOBEACHO SKICHE HOCII-
JUKEHHsI — €KCIIepTHE 1HTepB 10, HAa OCHOBI 3a3/aJieripb MiArOTOBIEHOI aHKeTH; (OPMYJIIOBaHHS BHCHOBKIB. Jlocii-
JUKCHHS TI0Ka3aJio, [0 BiJCYTHICTh HEOOXiMHOTO 00’€IHaHHs 3aBaxkae JIUTBI cTatm wieHOM mpoekTy “‘Destination
Napoleon”, mo nepenko/pkae peaizamii MOAANbIINX BUMOT, KOJIM NPUEIHAHHS MO3UTHUBHO BIUIMHYJIO O Ha 30epe-
KEHHS KYJIBTYpHOI criaamuey B JIUTBI.

Kurouosi cioBa: xyneTypHuit nurax, Hamoneon, Pana €sponu (PE), Bumorn, JIutsa.
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